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Gnosall Heritage Group 
Notes of meeting held Friday 18

th
 December 2015 

 
 

Present: K M Abbott, Bob Johnson, Annette Davies, Phil Barnes, Peter Jobling, Malcolm Price, 

Bob Alker, Mike Corfield, Felicity Potter. 

 

1 Apologies - Kathleen Ingram, Jennifer Abbott, Mary Booth, Sandy Redfern. 

 

2 Governing Document – The Governing Document was noted and approved. 

 

3 Officers - The following officers were nominated and appointed by show of hands: 

 

Chairman – Keith Abbott 

Secretary – Annette Davies 

 

It was agreed that for the time being the Secretary would make a note of income and 

expenditure to include in the minutes of each meeting. 

 

4 Membership - It was agreed that members would be asked to fill in a membership form, 

but that no annual subscription would be required. 

 

ACTION – Keith to download the FOSSA form and adapt this for our group. 

 

5 Donations: 

 

From the Gnosall Parish News - £420.00 for the digitisation of four Gnosall tithe maps by 

Staffordshire County Archives. 

From Gfest - £300.00. 

 

Expenditure: 

 

£19.85 for the Joseph Stacey mug. 

 

Our account now has a remainder of £280.15. 

 

The GPN and Gfest have been thanked for their donations. 

The Gnosall Lions have kindly expressed an interest in the possibility of funding a 

particular project. 

 

6 Proposals for member activities and group projects. 

 

Various projects were mentioned including: 

 

The earliest development of settlements in the area from the Ice Age onwards (Mike 

Corfield) 

 

Photographing gravestones and recording memorial inscriptions, most particularly for 

Moreton Church where no work of this kind has been undertaken before. (Malcolm Price, 

Bob Johnson and Phil Barnes) 
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History of the railway (Phil Barnes) 

 

Examining the social history of the parish by examining parish records and census 

returns; also tracing particular properties and locations using these sources.  (Felicity 

Potter and Annette Davies) 

 

Developing a town trail. (Felicity Potter) 

 

The study of historical maps of the area.  (Peter Jobling and Annette Davies) 

 

Establishing an archive of World War One history within the parish.  (Keith Abott)  The 

History Group has already done a considerable amount of work on this. 

 

A study of the industries within the parish. (Bob Johnson) 

 

Possible group project 

 

Using the awards from tithe maps the group could undertake research into various 

properties, looking at changes over time. 

 

7 Potential open day for 2016 
 

The meeting agreed that the Open Day should be a Saturday in September 2016.  This 

will include photograph and document displays, various talks and Bob Johnson’s DVD.  

It is hoped to display the large early O.S. map of the parish now kept in the Parish 

Offices.  Refreshments will be sold to increase funds. 

 

8 Any Other Business 

 

It is proposed that if possible the large O.S. map of the parish be scanned when the tithe 

maps of Gnosall are scanned.  It is also proposed that a conservationist from the Record 

Office be asked to examine the map with a view to the group depositing it in the County 

Archives. 
 

 ACTION – Malcolm Price to make enquiries about these proposals through his contacts 

with FOSSA. 

 

 It was agreed that a limited number of people should input data into the Heritage Group 

website in the interests of standardisation. 

 

Following the meeting Bob Alker gave a demonstration of the newly developed Heritage 

Group website following the input of members of the group.  The site now incorporates a 

powerful search engine. 

 

The meeting and demonstration closed at 4.30pm. 

 

Date of next meeting:  Friday 15
th
 January in the Grosvenor Centre (Brearley Room) at 

2pm. 


